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Press Release 
 

Carsharing and Corona: SHARE NOW and Mobility Institute Berlin 

publish joint paper 

 

● SHARE NOW and mib examine the role of car sharing in the first months of the 

Corona pandemic 

● Car sharing recovers faster and helps to solve the dilemma between individual 

risk prevention and social congestion pressure 

● Shift in the regional and temporal use of SHARE NOW offer 

 

Berlin, 27 October 2020 - SHARE NOW, market leader of free-floating car sharing, and the 

consulting and research company Mobility Institute Berlin, mib for short, have published a joint 

paper examining the role of car sharing in the first months of the Corona pandemic. The paper 

is based on the mib's April 2020 study "Beyond the immediate crisis” and advocates 

multimodal mobility systems. The results of the study show that the demand for car sharing 

was less affected by the initial crisis than the demand for public transport. Car sharing enables 

people to have short-term access to a mobility option perceived as low-risk - the car - without 

having to commit to owning a private car in the long term. Additionally, the car sharing usage 

shifted to the urban periphery and away from rush hours. 

 

More protection, less congestion 

"Car sharing offers citizens a means of transport perceived as low-risk in the short or medium 

term - the car," says Olivier Reppert, CEO of SHARE NOW. "Car sharing also demonstrably 

relieves cities of emissions and reduces traffic in urban areas. Car sharing thus helps to solve 

the dilemma between individual risk prevention and social congestion pressure." 

 

The paper also looks at the extent to which car sharing and public transport demand changed 

during the initial crisis and draws a comparison between the cities Berlin and Hamburg. It 

becomes clear that the demand for car sharing was less affected by the crisis. The use of 

SHARE NOW already returned to around 90% of pre-crisis demand by mid-June. However, 

as the risk of infection declines, an increased return to public transport can be expected. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2 

Shift to urban periphery and away from rush hours 

A closer look at Berlin also shows that in the first months of the Corona pandemic, car sharing 

was used in a different way in terms of time and region than before the pandemic. The activity 

of SHARE NOW customers increasingly shifted to the urban periphery and declined sharply 

in the morning and evening hours. The period between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. was far less 

affected by the decline in demand during the crisis. One reason for this is that a large part of 

the population worked from home. 

 

Interplay of mobility offers improves quality of life 

The study "Beyond the immediate crisis” advocates multimodal mobility offers such as car 

sharing. "Offers such as car sharing complement public transport services and offer people 

the flexibility and security they need to get around the city, even in times of a pandemic," says 

Dr. Jörn Richert of the mib. It is important to look at transport as an overall system. "The 

combination of public transport and car sharing in particular can be a long-term means of 

making urban space sustainable. This requires interfaces that make it quick and easy for 

customers to switch between different options of transport," says Dr. Richert. SHARE NOW 

also sees itself as an addition to public transport. "In many cities we already have very 

successful cooperation’s with public transport", emphasizes Olivier Reppert, CEO of SHARE 

NOW. "We want to make our cities more liveable in the long term. We can only achieve this 

through the interaction of several mobility offers". 

 

The paper can be found here. 

 

--- 

About SHARE NOW 

As market leader and pioneer of free-floating car sharing, SHARE NOW is represented in 16 major European cities 

with around 12,000 vehicles, including 3,300 electric vehicles. Around three million customers already use the 

service. SHARE NOW offers a sustainable solution for urban mobility and makes a significant contribution to 

reducing traffic congestion in cities. Each car sharing car replaces up to six private cars in urban traffic. SHARE 

NOW operates purely electric fleets in four locations and is with a total of six partially electric cities Europe's largest 

provider of electric free-floating car sharing. The fleet portfolio consists of vehicles of the brands BMW, Fiat, 

Mercedes-Benz, MINI and smart. The company is one of five mobility services that emerged in 2019 from the joint 

venture between the BMW Group and Daimler AG. The company is based in Berlin. 

 

About Mobility Institute Berlin (mib) 

The Mobility Institute Berlin (mib) is a consulting and research company that promotes the sustainable change of 

urban mobility. It was founded in summer 2018 by Torben Greve, the founder of MeinFernbus and co-founder of 

FlixMobility, and four other partners. It is our mission to make cities more liveable through attractive and efficient 

https://mobilityinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-role-of-car-sharing-in-the-corona-pandemic_mib_sharenow_V1.01.pdf
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mobility offers. We are convinced that public transport is the backbone of a comprehensive sustainable mobility 

system that includes pedestrians, cyclists, cars and new mobility services. Together with our customers from 

politics, administration and the transport sector, we develop clear visions for a sustainable future of urban mobility. 

Based on these visions, we formulate strategies and plan their implementation. We work on the basis of facts, 

systematically evaluate large amounts of data and apply innovative analysis methods. For us, proactive change 

management is an essential component of successful transformation processes 
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