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LAITHWAITES LONDON VINTAGE WINE FE STIVAL AN EXTRACT FROM TONY LATTWAIT'S NEWLY PUBLISHED NENIRS:
INNOVATIONS THROUGH THE YEARS ONE ‘LIGHT-BULB’ MORNING...

= “I thought wouldn’t it impress customers - and be fun for us all - to get our

EHIZSUNDOY TINES wine producers together in London, to meet and chat and show off their

Wll’le Club 4& wines to customers. “Du producteur aux consommateur” — you couldn’t get
Celebrating 50 Years

any direct-er than this.” So the London Vintage Festival was born.

THE BEGINNING ! 9 i 3
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Following a letter in 1972 to Sunday
Times editor, Sir Harold Evans and
Tony Laithwaite launch The Sunday
Times Wine Club. Their wine
columnist, Hugh Johnson, becomes
President.

~
The first Vintage Festival is held at Kensington 5
Town Hall. Just a dozen or more producers. 0 g
Too small a venue, so we move the following

r—— _ v
year to the Royal Horticultural Halls. ) ‘ \\
\
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N’ Tutored Tastings introduced Snletanter from Mkwcaland - ik \
% D e e makes history — his Sauvignon wins First Growers’ Dinner — our \
Cﬁampagne’s Bruno Paillard, & Wi'ne gf the Show. So starts th.e mete- annual ‘thank you’ supper to ]
1994 Peter Vindurtbicis Ocor Ricel oric rlsfe of .Marlborough Sauvignon. growers for giving up their |
arid many mare Toldithe flook Hunter’s still attends every year. time to come over. They love ]

Taste Tunnel launch. It meeting all their customers. /
brings wine descriptors to | Wi WO W SRS die ¥ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ /

life — Chardonnay compared T -

to melon and peach, oaked
Cabernet to blackcurrants

and pencil lead, Sauvignon
and asparagus.

2003

: A A glorious return to our spiritual
;‘nggiif;;lealf;‘:gl\(/jl%ﬁf N i home at the RHS, Westminster.
one for New, to suit growers’ e 2018
calendars. It's one too many, We move to Old Billingsgate. Custom-
even for organiser John Kemp. ers are as delighted as we are by our
new venue — beautifully designed, airy

and with lots more space.

Sunday Times wine column- / \\ /
ist, Will Lyons, becomes N\
our Vice President.
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S 2016 C°”“”,;’;§LE{2§? Event AN | }1 Our 40th Vintage Festival.
ur last Vintage i
Festival at the RHS, »Tle}ssv(i:r:)t:sgsxﬁiiﬁval he Sunday 'wm'"y"mg i b Xik?;lzir?j;lkl;})l;ecnovr\lrictehpt
Drinks Event of the Direct Wines a shiny new name - the

Year, awarded by
Drinks Business.

=

Wine Awards. This year’s
winning wines are all listed
in this years festival wine
list along with special
winning case offers.
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